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Important Academic 
Works are Published: The 
Court Registers Project
The fi rst step in the İstanbul Court 
Records Project (with one register 
from each decade of the 16th cen-
tury is to be published), initiated by 
İSAM recently, has been completed 
and the book of İstanbul Kadı Sicil-
leri Üsküdar Mahkemesi 1 Numaralı 
Sicil (H. 919 - 927 / AD. 1513 - 1521) 
(İstanbul Court Records, Üsküdar 
Court Records, No. 1 [AD. 1513 - 

1521]) has now been published.

This whole project is carried out by the director of İSAM, Pro-
fessor M. Akif Aydın and edited by Professor Coşkun Yılmaz. 
The fi rst volume, published by İSAM Publications co-edited by 
Professor Bilgin Aydın and Ekrem Tak, has been prepared under 
the academic guidance of seven scholars from various universi-
ties.

The court records are an important source for studying the legal 
system on which the Ottoman State was founded; they number 
in thousands. The court records in Turkey alone number around 
20,000, while the amount found in cities outside Turkey is close 
to this number. (Continued on p. 2)

The Catalogue of Theses at Divinity 
Faculties in Turkey Completed
The catalogue, containing approxi-
mately 8,000 dissertations written 
at Divinity Faculties between 1953 
and 2007, has been published in two 
volumes and is available for general 
usage. Volume one is İlâhiyat Fakül-
teleri Tezler Kataloğu I (1953-2000), 
compiled by İsmail E. Erünsal, Fatih 
Çardaklı and Mustafa Birol Ülker, 
(İSAM Publications, 2008, 472 pgs.) 
while volume two is İlâhiyat Fakül-
teleri Tezler Kataloğu II (2001-
2007), also compiled by the same 
team (İSAM Publications, 2008, 480 
pgs.). (Continued on p. 2)

Philosophy of Religion Workshop at İSAM
A Philosophy of Religion workshop on the subject of ‘What is 
the Philosophy of Religion?’ was held at İSAM on 24–25 Octo-
ber, 2008 as a joint project between İSAM and the Society for 
the Philosophy of Religion (Din Felsefesi Derneği), sponsored 
by the İstanbul Metropolitan Municipality Cultural Association.

Over thirty participants, including Professor Zeki Özcan, Pro-
fessor Hanifi  Özcan, Professor Hüsamettin Erdem, and from 
İSAM, Professor Aydın Topaloğlu, Professor Tahsin Görgün 
and Professor Adnan Aslan, joined the workshop, discussing 
and exchanging ideas and perspectives regarding recent deve-
lopments and problems in the Philosophy of Religion. (Conti-
nued on p.2)

Academic Discussion on “Perception 
of Religion by the Intellectuals in the 
Constitutional Period” at İSAM
In the month of July, 
when coincided with 
the centenary of the 
1908 Young Turk’s 
“Revolution”, the 
religious perception 
of the intellectuals 
during the Second 
Constitutional Period 
was examined. In the 
discussions, chaired 
by Professor Ş. Tu-
fan Buzpınar from 
Fatih University, 
the report “Ahmed 
Rida Bey’s Religious 
Perception” was 
presented by İSAM 
researcher Professor 
Enes Kabakcı. The 
report was assessed 
by Professor Şükrü Hanioğlu from Princeton University. A sec-
ond report, “Said Halim Pasha’s Religious Perception”, was 
presented by Professor Michelangelo Guida of Fatih University 
and was assessed by Professor İsmail Kara from Marmara Uni-
versity. (Continued on p. 3)
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Haramain Photographs Exhibition
The Presidency of Religious Affairs and Centre for Is-
lamic Studies (İSAM) jointly organized an exhibition of 
“Haramain Photographs”, held between 14 September and 
5 October 2008 at the Turkish Islamic Arts Museum in Sul-
tanahmet, İstanbul.

Since 1988 not only has İSAM been involved in the publi-
cation of the TDV İslâm Ansiklopedisi (TDV Encyclopedia 
of Islam), but it has also offered support to those carry-
ing out research into the historical and cultural heritage of 
the Turkish and Islamic world. Moreover, İSAM supports 
research in theology and Islamic sciences, offers library 
services and arranges academic meetings. 

With the exhibition entitled “Haramain Photographs”, 
İSAM has undertaken a different type of organization. 
The exhibition, opened by Professor Dr. Ali Bardakoğlu, 
President of Religious Affairs, Muhammed al-Husseini, 
Saudi Arabia’s ambassador, Professor Dr. M. Akif Aydın, 
İSAM director, Assoc. Professor Ahmet E. Bilgili, İstanbul 
Culture and Tourism Director and Nevzat Er, Mayor of the 
Eminönü Municipality, displayed photographs of the old-
est cities in Islamic history and geography, Mecca and Me-
dina. Orhan and Fatma Durgut, a couple known for their 
success in carrying out aerial photography with different 
techniques, took the photographs. The exhibition consisted 
of forty-fi ve aerial photographs, ranging from geographi-
cal areas like Mount Hira, Mount Arafat and Muzdalifah, 
to architectural monuments like the Quba Masjid, Masjid 
al-Qiblatain, Masjid Aishah and the Zubaidah Water Chan-
nel, as well as many other locations in Mecca and Medina. 
This exhibition, put on by İSAM, the Türkiye Diyanet Vak-
fı (Religious Foundation of Turkey), the Ministry of Cul-
ture’s Turkish Islamic Arts Museum and the Durguts was 
even more meaningful when it was opened during Rama-
dan, a special time for the Muslim world. In the opening 
speech, Ali Bardakoğlu spoke about the cultural heritage 
of Islam and he announced the plans for the exibitions 
of aerial photographs of Cairo, Baghdad, Damascus, and 
Bukhara as a means of introducing these Islamic cities to 

the world. This exhibition, an example of a new service for 
Islamic civilization, was open between 14 and 5 October 
2008, and was visited by many art lovers.

The Court Records Project (Continued from p. 1)

It is pleasing that in recent years serious studies on court 
records have been undertaken in history departments, and 
theology and law schools in Turkey. In order to facilitate 
and encourage such research, İSAM has brought together 
the microfi lms of approximately 10,000 registers from the 
archives belonging to the Offi ce of Grand Mufti of İstanbul 
and 9,000 registers from other cities and the Prime Minis-
tery Ottoman Archive to be used in the library. In addition 
to this, registers from various regions of Ottoman geograp-
hy (Manastir, Sarajevo, Mostar, Livno, Priyedor, Timisho-
ara, Visoko and the Crimea) were also brought together to 
be stored as electronic copies in the İSAM archives.

The court registers, valuable resource that is important in 
the political, social, fi nancial, cultural, historical and le-
gal history of Turkey, have also been added to the İSAM 
publication program. This newly published book namely 
İstanbul Kadı Sicilleri Üsküdar Mahkemesi 1 Numaralı 
Sicil (H. 919 - 927 / AD. 1513 - 1521) is also the fi rst 
product of the İstanbul Court Registers Project. With the 
publication of the Üsküdar Registers light will be shed 
on social, economic and legal life in Üsküdar in the 16th 
and 17th centuries, and in addition, a sounder evaluation 
of the information relevant to this period will be able to 
be carried out.

Catalogue of Theses Database (Continued from p. 1)

A great increase in the number of dissertations in Islamic 
studies, both for master degrees and doctorates can be ob-
served after the passing of the Higher Education Act and 
the subsequent conversion of Higher Islamic Institutes 
into Divinity Faculties.

With this publication, the centre aims to facilitate the bib-
liographic control of dissertations in Islamic studies and to 
prevent repetition in research. However, as long as the op-
portunity to attain the titles of the dissertations and theses 
is not provided, it will not be possible to carry out biblio-
graphic control in the full sense of the word. In order to 
provide the necessary information fl ow in this matter a da-
tabase listing on-going theses at the Divinity Faculties can 
be found at http://kutuphane.isam.org.tr/tezdvmara.htm.

Philosophy of Religion Workshop (Continued 
from p. 1)

Two papers were presented at the workshop; Professor 
Adnan Aslan presented a paper concerned with ‘The In-
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suffi ciency of the Anglo-Saxon Philosophy of Religion’. 
Professor Mehmet Reçber of the Divinity School, An-
kara University, presented the other paper entitled ‘What 
is the Philosophy of Religion?’ Aslan argued that Islamic 
thought could not preserve its societal structure in the 18th 
and 19th centuries and Islamic society, which was unable to 
renew itself within cultural and traditional norms, became 
an open target to Western infl uence. He maintained that 
the impact of the Anglo-Saxon philosophy of religion on 
Turkey was a consequence of modernization. Aslan went 
on to state that in opposition to the philosophy of religion, 
which has a secular language and envisages a secular soci-
ety, the alternative approach would be a ‘religious philoso-
phy’. He advocated religious philosophy and contended 
that without taking the Qur’an into account it would be 
impossible to create a religious philosophy. Therefore, re-
ligious philosophy, from a religious perspective, becomes 
an alternative that provides solutions to theoretical and 
practical matters in a rational and philosophical style that 
takes religious principles as its basis.

Professor Reçber, on the other hand, presented a general 
overview of the philosophy of religion. After reviewing 
the perspectives, characters, thematic issues and problems 
of the philosophy of religion, he maintained that it would 
be diffi cult to defi ne a generally acceptable philosophy 
of religion for all religions due to the number of different 
religious and philosophical concepts. Reçber, stating that 
the philosophy of religion, to some extent, is dependent 
on the historical evolution of religious and philosophical 
concepts in Western thought, underlined the “possibility 
of having a unique religious philosophy”. He stated that 
on an ideal plane religion and philosophy overlap, that as 
a religion, Islam is reductionist in matters of reason and 
knowledge, and could be reconciled from a cautious philo-
sophical perspective. The workshop ended with a general 
review and assessment of the meeting by Professor Turan 
Koç.

“Perception of Religion by the Intellectuals in 
the Constitutional Period” (Continued from p. 1)

In his presentation, Professor Enes Kabakcı examined 
the religious perception of Ahmed Rida, a man who oc-
cupied an important place in the Young Turk movement; 
Professor Kabakcı focused particularly on how Ahmed 
Rida perceived of Islam. According to Kabakcı, Ahmed 
Rida, a member of a family that had served the state for 
generations, after receiving a Western education joined the 
ranks of the opposition to “save the state” rather than fol-
lowing in the tradition of serving the state by taking his 
place in the Ottoman bureaucracy. In addition to his op-
position to colonialism in particular and his defense of the 
integrity of the Ottoman Empire while he was leader of the 

Young Turks in Paris, Ahmed Rida also became interested 
in Positivism. He wrote some refutations to the Western 
opponents of the Ottomans and the rise of Islam from a 
positivist view. Even though he believed in the “religion of 
humanity” (positivism) he supported his arguments with 
verses and hadiths. It is possible to qualify Ahmed Rida 
as “an intellectual in a period of crisis” who made great 
efforts to save the collapsing empire.

Professor Şükrü Hanioğlu, who discussed Kabakcı’s pa-
per, stated that Ahmed Rida was a bridge between the 
Young Ottomans and the Young Turks, but he could not 
be identifi ed as a typical Young Turk, both from the as-
pect of his social environment or his education. According 
to Hanioğlu, Ahmed Rida, who, in an effort to overcome 
the problem of religion, thought about how Islam could be 
joined with the West, found the solution in the “religion of 
humanity”. In this manner, Ahmed Rida aimed at creating 
a positivist Islam, but he did not realize the impossibility 
of this at the social level.

In the presentation by Professor Michelangelo Guida, the 
ideas of Said Halim Pasha, who attained the rank of grand 
vizier, were summarized as follows: “The reason for the 
backwardness in the Islamic world is not moral, but eco-
nomic,” “Islam is not opposed to modernism” and “Islam-
ic modernism is possible.”

Professor İsmail Kara, who discussed this paper, em-
phasized that Said Halim Pasha’s works were written in 
French, not in Arabic. Kara also stated that when reading 
Said Halim Pasha’s works it was necessary to read be-
tween the lines. According to Kara, there are no slogans 
in the Pasha’s books, but the statements lacked a defi nite 
historical perspective.

Seminars of the Summer 2008
In 2008 Summer Seminars were added to the traditional 
İSAM Spring and Autumn seminars. The six-week semi-
nar program was held between 26 June and 31 July and 
was aimed at postgraduate students. The seminars, on dif-
ferent academic subjects, were given in English by İSAM 
Researchers, and were enthusiastically received. The 
seminars covered such titles: “Debates on Religious Sci-
ences”, “Islam and Values”, “Islamophobia”, “Muslims in 
the West”, “Islam and Modernity”. Professor Adnan Aslan 
gave a seminar entitled “Values, Muslim Community and 
Alasdair MacIntyre”, while “Discussions on Religious 
Studies” was presented by Professor Salime L. Gürkan, 
“Muslims in the West” and “Islamophobia and its Conse-
quences” was presented by Professor Nuri Tınaz, and “Is-
lam and Modernity-I” and “Islam and Modernity-II” were 
given by Professor Seyfi  Kenan.
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Zuhâl Ağılkaya
(Dissertation) “İntihar Girişiminde Bulunanlarda Dini Tutum ve 
Davranışlar” (Religious Attitudes and Behaviours among Suicide 
Attempters), İstanbul 2008, Master Thesis, Marmara University, 
Institute of Social Sciences, Psychology of Religion Department, 
Adviser: Assoc. Prof. A. Ulvi Mehmedoğlu.

Adnan Aslan
(Article) “İman, Aksiyon ve Kur’an’ı Anlama Teşebbüsü” (Faith, 
Action and Efforts to Understand the Qur’an), Avrupa Diyanet Aylık 
Dergi (European Monthly Journal of Religious Affairs), no. 111 
(July 2008), pp. 25-27.

(Discussion) “Batı Düşüncesi ve İbn Rüşdçülük, Doğu-Batı 
İlişkisinin Entelektüel Boyutu” (Western Thought and Averroism, 
The Intellectual Dimension of East-West Relations), International 
Averroes Symposium, 9-11 October 2008, Cumhuriyet University, 
Sivas.

(Paper) “Anglo-Sakson Din Felsefesi’nin Yetersizliği” (The Inad-
equacy of the Anglo-Saxon Philosophy of Religion), Philosophy of 
Religion Workshop, 24-25 October 2008, Society for the Philosop-
hy of Religion, İSAM.

(Article) “Modernite Dine Alternatif mi?” (Is Modernity an Alter-
native to Religion?), RIHLE, Üç Aylık İlim, Fikir ve Medeniyet 
Dergisi, (Three-Month Journal of Science, Ideas and Civilization), 
(October – December 2008), pp. 21-25.

(Book Review) Reason and Religious Belief: An Introduction to the 
Philosophy of Religion (Michael Peterson, William Hasker, Bruce 
Reichenbach, David Basinger, translated by Rahim Acar, İstanbul 
2006, pp. 146-149.

Casim Avcı
(Book) Muhammedü’l-Emin, Hz. Muhammed’in Peygamberlik Öncesi 
Hayatı (Muhammad al-Amin: The Life of  Muhammad before his 
Prophecy), İstanbul: Hayybooks, 2008, 160 pgs.
(Report-Panel) “Gizli Hazinenin Keşfi : Muhammedü’l-Emin” 
(Muhammad al-Amin: Discovery of a Secret Treasure), TÜYAP 
Book Fair, 6 November 2008, İstanbul.
(Seminar) “Hz. Peygamber’in Risâlet Öncesi Hayatı” (The Life 
of Muhammad before his Prophecy), İSAM Autumn Seminars, 20 
October -26 December 2008.

Semih Ceyhan
(Article) “Ibn Haldun’s Perception of Sufi s and Sufi sm: The Discip-
line of Tasawwuf in Umran”, Asian Journal of Social Science, vol. 
36, no. 3-4 (2008) Brill, pp. 483-515.

(Seminar) “Evrensellik ve Tarihsellik Arasında Tasavvuf” (Ta-
sawwuf between Universalism and Historicism), Felsefe ve Tarih 
Okumaları (Philosophical and Historical Readings), Milel ve Nihal 
Eğitim, Kültür ve Düşünce Platformu Derneği (Milel and Nihal, 
Association of Education, Culture and Reason, 2008-2009 Autumn 
Seminars, 31 October 2008.

(Paper) “Şeyhü’s-selâtîn fî Ahdi’l-Osmâniyyîn: Müessisü’t-
tarîkati’l-Celvetiyye: Aziz Mahmûd el-Hüdâyî el-Üsküdârî”, (The 
Sultans’ Sheikh, the Founder of the Jalwatiyyah Order: Aziz Mah-
mud al-Hudai al-Uskudari) 5th International Tasawwuf, Culture and 
Music Colloquium, 14-17 December 2008, Algeria, Algeria Minis-
try of Culture – CNRPAH.

(Report) “Napolyon’un Mısır’ı İşgali ve Sonuçları” (Napoleon’s 

Invasion of Egypt and Its Consequences), Nizâm-ı Kadîm’den 
Nizâm-ı Cedîd’e: Ölümünün 200. Yılında III. Selim ve Dönemi 
Uluslarası Sempozyumu (From the Ancient Regime to the New 
Order: Selim III, on the 200th Anniversary of His Death), 22-23 De-
cember 2008, İSAM.

(Symposium Organization) Nizâm-ı Kadîm’den Nizâm-ı Cedîd’e: 
Ölümünün 200. Yılında III. Selim ve Dönemi Uluslarası Sempoz-
yumu (From the Ancient Regime to the New Order: Selim III, on 
the 200th Anniversary of His Death, 22-23 December 2008, İSAM.

Fatih Çardaklı
(Book) (İsmail E. Erünsal – Mustafa Birol Ülker) İlâhiyat Fakül-
teleri Tezler Kataloğu II (2001-2007) (The Catalogue of Theses of 
the Divinity Faculties II [2001-2007]), İstanbul: İSAM Publicati-
ons, 2008, 480 pgs.

Nuray Güler
(Thesis) XVI. Yüzyılda Üsküdar’da Gülfem Hatun Mahallesi (1540-
1600) (The Gülfem Hatun District of Üsküdar in XVIth Century 
[1540-1600]), İstanbul 2008, Master Thesis, Marmara University, 
Institute of Turcology Studies, Turkish History Department, Advi-
sor: Professor M. Çetin Varlık.

(Paper) “XVI. Yüzyılda Üsküdar’da Bir Mühtedi Dinden Döner-
se...” (What If a Convert of Üsküdar Changes His Religion...), The 
VIth Üsküdar Symposium, (6-9 November 2008), Üsküdar Manu-
cupality.

Enes Kabakcı
(Paper) “La place de la méthode historique dans la sociologie de 
Durkheim et de Gökalp” (The Place of Historical Methodology in 
the Sociology of Durkheim and Gökalp), International Congress 
of French-Speaking Sociologists Association (AISLF), 7-11 July 
2008, İstanbul.

(Paper) “1908 Jön Türk Devrimi’nin Pozitivist Kökenleri” (The Pos-
itivist Roots of the 1908 Young Turk Revolution), 1908-2008 Jön 
Türk Devrimi’nin 100. Yılı (1908-2008, the Centenary of the Young 
Turk Revolution), Ankara University, Faculty of Political Sciences, 
28-30 May 2008, Ankara.

(Paper) “Problème des modèles chez les Jeunes-Turcs: l’école le-
playsienne versus le positivisme. Controverses autour de la question 
de décentralisation à la veille de 1908” (The Problem of the Models 
in the Young Turks: Positivism vs. the Le Play School. The Debates 
of Decentralization before 1908), The Second Constitutional Period 
on Its Centenary, IRCICA, 7-10 May 2008, İstanbul.

Salime Leyla Gürkan
(Book) Yahudilik (Judaism), İstanbul: İSAM Publications, 2008, 
272 pgs.

Seyfi Kenan
(Chapter-Book) Modern Eğitimde Neden Alternatifl er Arayalım? 
(Why Search for Alternatives in Modern Education?), International 
Alternative Education Symposium: Darphâne-i Âmire, ed. Muhsin 
Hesapçıoğlu, et al., Ankara 2008, pp. 103-119.

(Discussion), “Medeniyetler İttifakı Ulusal Plan,” (Alliance of 

Academic Activities
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Civilizations: National Plan) TÜBİTAK Yurt Dışı Araştırma Burs 
Programı Ortak Akıl Toplantısı (TÜBİTAK Meeting of Common 
Minds, the Scientifi c and Technological Research Council of Tur-
key, Scholarship Program for Research in Foreign Countries), 30 
July 2008, Ankara.

(Paper) “II. Meşrutiyet’le Gelen Yeni Eğitim Arayışları: Tevfi k 
Fikret’in “Yeni Mekteb”i ve Eğitim Felsefesi” (Search for a New 
Educational Model during the Second Constitutional Period in the 
Ottoman Empire: Tevfi k Fikret’s “New School” and His Philoso-
phy of Education), 100. Yılında II. Meşrutiyet: Gelenek ve Değişim 
Ekseninde Türk Modernleşmesi Uuluslararası Sempozyumu 22-24 
Ekim 2008, Marmara Üniversitesi, İstanbul (International Sympo-
sium on the Second Constitutional Period on Its Centenary: Turkish 
Modernization in the Axis of Tradition and Change. 22-24 October 
2008, Marmara University, İstanbul).

(Paper) “Holding the Truth in Balance: Kâtip Çelebi’s Mizânu’l-haq 
and his Philosophy of Education in 17th Century Ottoman Empire,” 
Educational Systems in Eastern Mediterranean: From Mamluk to 
Ottoman Rule (13-15 November 2008, Tripoli, Lebanese Univer-
sity & Orient Institute Beirut).

(Book Review) “The Modernization of Public Education in the Ot-
toman Empire 1839-1908: Islamization, Autocracy and Discipline 
by Selçuk A. Somel”, Turkish Journal of Islamic Studies, no. 17 
(2007), pp. 160-167.

(Book Review) “The Pedagogical State: Education and Politics of 
National Culture in Post-1980 Turkey by Sam Kaplan”, Insight Tur-
key, vol. 10, no. 4 (2008), pp. 166-170.

(Paper) “III. Selim Döneminde Eğitimde Arayışlar”, Nizâm-ı 
Kadîm’den Nizâm-ı Cedîd’e: Ölümünün 200. Yılında III. Selim ve 
Dönemi Uluslararası Sempozyumu 22-23 December 2008, İSAM 
(From the Ancient Regime to the New Order: Selim III, on the 200th 
Anniversary of His Death, 22-23 December 2008, İSAM).

(Symposium organization) Nizâm-ı Kadîm’den Nizâm-ı Cedîd’e: 
Ölümünün 200. Yılında III. Selim ve Dönemi Uluslarası Sempozyu-
mu (From the Ancient Regime to the New Order: Selim III, on the 
200th Anniversary of His Death, 22-23 December 2008, İSAM).

M. Sait Özervarlı
(Report) “Cultural and Religious Encounters in İstanbul during 
Mehmed II”, International Harran Conference-2, The Swedish Re-
search Institute in İstanbul, 15-17 June 2008, İstanbul.

(Report) “Some Aspects of Sufi  Infl uences on Modern Turkish Re-
ligious Thought”, Conference on Sufi  Movements in Contemporary 
Islam, National University of Singapore, 14-15 August 2008, Sin-
gapore.

Vildan Coşkun
(Article) “Multi-Dimensional Functions of Ottoman Poetry”, Turk-
ish Journal of Islamic Studies, no. 17 (2007), pp. 79-101.

(Article) “Edeb der Edebiyat (Edebiyat Edep Der, Edep Edebiyatın 
İçindedir)” (Adab Der Adabiyyat [Literature Says Manners, Man-
ners are in Literature]), Dem Dergi Değerler Eğitimi Merkezi Der-
gisi (Journal of the Centre for Values Education), no. 4 (September-
November 2008), pp. 24-29.

(Seminar) Divan Şiirine Giriş (Introduction to Divan Poetry), The 

Foundation for Science and Art, Autumn Seminars, 8-29 November 
2008, İstanbul.

(Symposium organization) Nizâm-ı Kadîm’den Nizâm-ı Cedîd’e: 
Ölümünün 200. Yılında III. Selim ve Dönemi Uluslararası Sem-
pozyumu (From the Ancient Regime to the New Order: Selim III, 
on the 200th Anniversary of His Death), 22-23 December 2008, 
İSAM.

Cengiz Şeker
(Book Review) “Society and Politics in an Ottoman Town: Ayntab 
in the 17th Century by Hülya Canbakal”, Turkish Journal of Islamic 
Studies, no. 17 (2007), pp. 182-186.

Sedat Şensoy
(Article) “Hatîb el-Kazvînî’de Fesâhat ve Belâgat Kavramları” (The 
Concepts of Fasâha (Eloquence) and Balâga (Rhetoric) in Khatîb 
al-Kazwînî), Turkish Journal of Islamic Studies, no. 17 (2007), pp. 
25-47.

(Article) “İslâm Kültürü Sözlük Yazımında İki Klâsik: Cevherî’nin 
es-Sıhâh’ı ve Fîrûzâbâdî’nin el-Kāmûsü’l-Muhît’i”, İslâm ve 
Klâsik, haz. Sami Erdem – M. Cüneyt Kaya,  İstanbul 2008, s. 405-
416. (“Two Classics in Islamic Lexicography Culture: al-Sihâh by 
Gawhari and al-Qāmûs al-Muhit by Fîrûzâbâdî”, Islam and Clas-
sical, prep. by Sami Erdem – M. Cüneyt Kaya, İstanbul 2008, pp. 
405-416).

Cemal Toksoy
(Book) (with Fatma Toksoy) Selâhaddin Eyyûbî’nin Liderlik 
Sırları (The Leadership Secrets of Salahadin al-Ayyoubi), İstanbul: 
Okumuş Adam Publications, 2008, 352 pgs.

Aydın Topaloğlu
(Book Review) “Doğu-Batı Felsefi  Etkileşiminde İbn Rüşd ve St. 
Thomas Aquinas Felsefelerinin Karşılaştırılması” (A Comparison 
of the Thought of Averroes and St. Thomas Aquinas within the East-
West Philosophical Interaction), (Gülnihal Küken, İstanbul 1996), 
Turkish Journal of Islamic Studies, no. 17 (2007), pp. 190-194.

(Discussion) “Türkiye ve İngiltere’de Siyasal ve Sosyal Bakımdan 
İslâm Olgusunun Küresel Barışa Katkısını Artırma Yolları” (Ways 
to Increase the Contribution by the Islamic Phenomenon to Global 
Peace from Social and Political Perspectives in Turkey and Britain), 
Bahçeşehir University, 13 November 2008.

(Discussion) Dünyada ve Türkiye’de Aşırılıkçılık-Değerlendirme 
ve Çözüm Önerileri (Extremism in the World and in Turkey: Evalu-
ation and Proposals of Solutions), Countering Extremism, Bahçeşe-
hir University, 19 June 2008.

(Paper) “Musa Jarullah Bigiev and His Understanding of Divine 
Mercy”, The Second International Symposium on Islamic Civili-
sation in Volga-Ural Region, 23-25 June 2005, Kazan, Tataristan, 
İstanbul 2008, pp. 109-114.

Mustafa Birol Ülker
(Article) “Hâfız Hakkı Paşa Hayatı ve Eserleri” (Hafız Hakkı Pa-
sha, His Life and Works), Müteferrika, no. 33 (Summer 2008), pp. 
233-242.

M. Kâmil Yaşaroğlu
(Moderatorion) “Gizli Hazinenin Keşfi : Muhammedü’l-Emin” 
(Muhammad al-Amin: Discovery of a Secret Treasure), TÜYAP 
Book Fair, 6 November 2008, İstanbul.

s of İSAM Members
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The 17th Issue of the Turkish Journal of Islamic 
Studies
The Turkish Journal of Islamic Studies, which has been published 
since 1997, and produced biannually since 2001, contains origi-
nal articles, concerned mainly with Islamic sciences, politics, 
history, economics, philosophy, sociology, anthropology, the 
history of religion, literature and culture, which make an original 
contribution to Islamic thought and culture. In addition to such 
articles, book reviews, evaluations of symposiums, seminars and 
conferences are included in the journal. The latest issue of the 
journal, which is recognized by the Index Islamicus and Türkolo-
gischer Anzeiger, contains articles in Islamic sciences like phi-
losophy, literature, history of arts and Islamic theology. Informa-
tion about the journal can be found at english.isam.org.tr

Religious Affairs Committee from Argentina 
at İSAM
A committee headed up by the vice-president of Argentinean 
Religious Affairs, Juan Ladabur, and included a businessman, 
a journalist and a Member of Parliament, visited İSAM last Oc-
tober on special invitation. At the meeting with İSAM Director 
Professor M. Akif Aydın and other İSAM members, the commit-
tee discussed the meeting of the President of Turkish Religious 
Affairs, Professor Ali Bardakoğlu and Pope Benedict XVI, who 
visited Turkey in 2006. It was discussed whether this meeting 
had contributed to the rapprochement of the Islamic and Catho-
lic Worlds and there was an exchange of ideas on what could be 
done to eliminate Islamophobia.

Cardinal of Vienna at İSAM
The Cardinal of Vienna, Professor Christoph Schönborn, came 
to Turkey with a deputation from the Austrian Catholic Church 
at the special invitation of the Presidency of Turkish Religious 
Affairs from 12 to 15 October. Professor Schönborn made visits 
to offi cial and religious institutions in both Ankara and İstanbul. 
During the visit of the deputation he met with İSAM Director 
Professor Aydın and some İSAM members.

The two parties engaged in an exchange of views on topics 
including the concept of “missionary” in Christianity as com-
pared to the Islamic da‘wa concept, similar/different practices 
throughout history and the search for interfaith dialogue. The 
guests expressed interest in the İSAM publications and library 
and after a lunchtime ceremony they left the centre.

İSAM Director at Uppsala University
The director of İSAM, Professor M. Akif Aydın, participated in a 
seminar on family law held for postgraduate students at Uppsala 
University, Law Faculty, from 11 to 14 November. He presented 
a paper entitled “The Development of Family Law in Turkey” 
and had the opportunity to speak about İSAM.

Visiting Academicians from Malaysian 
Universities
Professor Kamaruzaman Yusuf from the National University 
of Malaysia, School of History, Politics and Strategic Studies 

and associate professors. Badlihisham Mohd Nasir and Zulkiple 
Abd. Ghani from the Malaysian Kebangsaan University Dakwah 
and Leadership Studies, visited İSAM in November to discuss 
possible cooperation between İSAM and the National University 
of Malaysia.

Representatives from St. Lorenz Protestant 
Church, Germany at İSAM
A group of thirty people, consisting of clerics and PR man-
agers from the famous St. Lorenz Protestant Church in Ger-
many, as well as religious education teachers from schools in 
Nuremburg, visited İSAM in September. The guests were led 
by the founder of the Brücke centre (Bridge: Christians Meet-
ing Muslims) Hans-Martin Gloel. Professor Seyfi  Kenan, in 
charge of Inter-institutional Relations, introduced İSAM to the 
group, speaking about the Centre’s activities and publications. 
After presentations of projects concerned with different areas 
of research, the questions of the group on matters like the rela-
tionship between state and religion in Turkey, Islamic religion 
and culture, and education in the Islamic world were answered. 
After the seminar the guests visited the İSAM library and doc-
umentation section.

Macedonia National History Institute Ottoman 
Research Chair
The Presidency of Turkish International Cooperation and De-
velopment Agency (TİKA) organized an academic and cultural 
study trip between 5 and 9 July in İstanbul for academics and 
postgraduate students of the Ottoman Research Chair, estab-
lished under the auspices of the Institut za Nacionalna Istorija 
(Macedonian Institutee of National History).

The group, in which academics Professor Ahmed Sherif, Profes-
sor Dragi Gorgiyev, Professor Yovan Yanev and Professor Svet-
lana Davkova Gorgieva participated, visited İSAM and learned 
about its activities.

İSAM on Television in Islamic Countries
The science and documentary television channel Iqra in Saudi 
Arabia and the al-Majd channel in the United Arab Emirates 
held an interview with the director of İSAM, Professor Dr. M. 
Akif Aydın about the Centre’s history and activities. Subsequent 
to this a television program was fi lmed to introduce the research 
activities, library and technical department of İSAM, as well as 
the Encyclopedia of Islam.

Changes in Visiting Scholar Programme
Some changes have been introduced to the visiting scholar prog-
ramme at İSAM, which has continued for approximately four 
years. The application deadline to the programme, which used 
to be biannually, has now been increased to three times a year. 
In addition, a decision has been taken to publish project fi ndings 
and studies of visiting researchers and studies carried out at 
İSAM that are deemed suitable in the İSAM periodical, Turkish 
Journal of Islamic Studies. E-mail adress for application: misa-
fi rarastirmaci@isam.org.tr
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ACADEMIC MEETINGS

First Graduates of the Undergraduate 
Academic Supplementary Program (LADEP)
In July 2008, the fi rst students of İSAM’s undergraduate aca-
demic supplementary program graduated; the program began in 
the academic year of 2006 with a joint course program between 
İSAM and the Divinity Faculty, Marmara University. The aim 
of the program, designed to be completed in two years, was to 
improve and strengthen the background of postgraduate students 
in Islamic studies and make them familiar with terminology in 
the subject area. The program commenced in the autumn term 
of 2006; at the beginning it was targeted at students from Mar-
mara University, later being extended to include the students of 
the Divinity Faculty, İstanbul University. At present there are 
approximately fi fty registered students attending the program. 
Applications for the third group of candidates were made in Oc-
tober for the 2008 academic year.

Another new project initiative recently launched by İSAM is to 
publish original dissertations in the area of theology; these will 
be published shortly.

İSAM Monthly Conferences

Professor Marat Murtazin, “The Relationship 
between Religion and State in the Russian 
Federation”, October 17, 2008
Professor Murtazin, vice-chancellor of the Moscow Islamic Uni-
versity, began his talk by emphasizing the importance of religion 
for societies and civilizations. He maintained that religious ins-
titutions were sometimes able to make great contributions to the 
cultural and scientifi c developments in society, while at other 
times they presented an impediment.

In the subsequent part of his talk, Murtazin focused on the place 
and role of religion in Russia; in particular, he compared the po-
sition of religious education in Tsarist Russia and afterwards. He 
also gave detailed information about the regulation of religious 
affairs. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, religious institu-
tions began to be revitalized. In the Soviet Union, the Council of 
Religious Affairs controlled all religious activities and appointed 
religious offi cials. This council was outlawed with the collapse 
of the Soviet Union and all religious institutions gained indepen-
dence and autonomy. However, this development paved the way 
for religious extremism and related problems.

In the fi nal part of his talk, Murtazin stated that with the com-
ing to power of President Putin a new term had started. Russia’s 
perspective towards religion had changed; in particular, the reli-
gious status of Muslims had changed. President Putin had held 
meetings with the heads of the Russian Orthodox Church and the 
leaders of Muslim communities to discuss the future of Russia. 
At the present time a major problem is that the Russian Ortho-
dox Church represents the majority of Russians. The Russian 
government is now in a dilemma; on the one hand, it wants to 
protect the Russian Church against other religious communities, 
but on the other hand it does not want to interfere in the affairs 
of other religious organizations. The most controversial issue at 
the moment is religious education. The Russian Church insists 
on compulsory instruction in Christianity in the elementary and 

secondary education system. Generally, Muslims in Russia are 
opposed to this policy as they maintain that Russia is a multicul-
tural and multi-faith society, and thus, according to the constitu-
tion, every religion is equal. The main worry for Muslims is that 
their children will be infl uenced by the compulsory instruction 
in Christianity. Murtazin contends that the best solution for Rus-
sia is for offi cial education to be designed and given according 
to secular principles, as Russia still consists of different ethnic, 
cultural and religious communities.

Professor İskender Pala, “Ottoman Approach 
to Divan Poetry: Sultans and Poets” 
November 14, 2008
In the conference given by Professor İskender Pala from İstanbul 
Kültür University, he fi rst started by discussing the classifi cation 
of “words”. In such a classifi cation “proverbs” and “idioms” oc-
cupy the highest degree. The highest degree of “proverbs” is po-
etry. Compared to prose, poetry is much easier to remember and 
memorize, due to its rhymes and meter. This is the reason why 
Ottomans wrote many books in poetical form. In the highest le-
vel of poetry are the hadiths; above this are the words of God.

The lower levels of the word are lâf (talk), swearing and moc-
kery. Mockery is the lower level of satire, and is denigrating. In 
the continuance of this conference Pala stated that there were 
many reasons for the Ottoman sultans writing poetry while they 
were administering the state or undertaking battles, emphasizing 
the political power of the word. Basing his conference on the 
proverb “The word of the sultan is the sultan of the word” Pala 
presented the most beautiful poems of the Ottoman sultans, pla-
cing them in chronological order to connect them with the his-
tory at which they were written.

Professor Argyris Nicolaidis and Professor 
Recep Şentürk “Religion and Science in 
Christianity and Islam”, December 19, 2008
The subject of the academic seminar hosted by İSAM on 19 De-
cember 2008 was ‘Religion and Science in Islam and Christia-
nity’, in which two papers and a general assessment were presen-
ted. The fi rst paper was given by Professor Argyris Nicolaidis, 
Department of Theoretical Physics, University of Thessalonica. 
His paper was on ‘Modern Science and the Eastern Christian 
Tradition’. In the fi rst part of his paper, Nicolaidis outlined the 
development of modern science with a specifi c reference to the 
quantum theory. In the second part, he looked at the contribution 
of Eastern Orthodox Christian scholars to science in the past.

The second speaker was Professor Recep Şentürk, Department 
of Public Administration, Fatih University, İstanbul. His paper 
was on ‘The Meaning of Nature and Open-Science: The Case of 
Islamic Tradition’. In his paper, Şentürk examined classical and 
traditional Islamic arguments about the nature of science and its 
divisions, and their relevance to the modern world. During the 
question and answer session, the two speakers further elaborated 
on their arguments and the workshop ended with a general over-
view and evaluation by Professor Dr. Alparslan Açıkgenç, the 
Deputy Rector and Chairman of the Department of Philosophy 
at Fatih University.
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İSAM PUBLICATIONS and LIBRARY

İlâhiyat Fakülteleri Tezler Kataloğu I (1953-2000) (Catalogue 
of Theses of the Divinity Faculties I [1953-2000]), (İSAM Publi-
cations, 2008, 472 pgs.); İlâhiyat Fakülteleri Tezler Kataloğu II 
(2001-2007) (The Catalogue of Theses of the Divinity Faculties 
II [2001-2007]), compiled by İsmail E. Erünsal, Fatih Çardaklı 
and Mustafa Birol Ülker, (İSAM Publications, 2008, 480 pgs.).

The catalogues contain almost 8,000 theses written on Islamic 
sciences at Divinity Faculties of Turkey between 1953 and 
2007.

İSAM Publications can be obtained from İSAM and the 
Cağaloğlu TDV Sales Offi ces. Phone: İSAM (0216) 474 12 02-
03, Cağaloğlu (0212) 511 44 32. e-mail: istek@isam.org.tr

LIBRARY NEWS

Tareeq Registers at İSAM Library
Tareeq registers are historical records that were held by the 
offi ce of the Sheikhulislam and arranged according to the ap-
pointment and promotion of administrative offi cers to the İlmiye 
(Men of the Pen) class, as well as professors and Mevleviyet 
Courts. In total, 61 CD copies of the Tareeq registers (2 from 
the Taksim Atatürk Library, Muallim Cevdet section, 5 from the 
Süleymaniye Library, Esad Efendi section, 9 from İstanbul Uni-
versity, Rare Books Collection, 1 from Topkapi Palace Library, 
26 from the National Library, Ali Emiri Section, 18 from the 
Offi ce of Grand Mufti, Archive of Court Registers) have been 
brought to İSAM library for the benefi t of researchers.

İSAM Library Working Hours have been 
Extended
For a long time İSAM Library has been open from 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m. But after requests from researchers, opening hours have 
been extended to 11 p.m. seven days a week.

İSAM PUBLICATIONS
Yahudilik (Judaism), Salime L. Gürkan, 2008, 281 pgs.

İSAM research fellow Professor Salime L. Gürkan reports in her 
new book about the formation, historical development, religious 
concepts and practices of Judaism, as well as its relationship 
with other religions and its present situation.

Sadreddin Konevî (Sadraddin al-Qonawi), Ekrem Demirli, 
2008, 168 pgs.

In this work Demirli introduces different aspects of Sadraddin 
al- Qonawi, a scholar of Turkish Sufi sm.

Fârâbî (Al-Farabi), Yaşar Aydınlı, 2008, 190 pgs. 

Fârâbî is presented as a pioneering thinker among his contempo-
raries, as well as one who carried the philosophical heritage of 
the ancient world to Islamic culture. He is also important for rep-
resenting a predominantly Aristotelian aspect of the New Platon-
ic tradition. Fârâbî is known as the “second teacher” (magister 
secundus) after Aristotle in the West and the East, demonstrating 
his place in the history of philosophy. This book, published as 
part of the İSAM Popular Book Series, presents Fârâbî’s life, 
works and the basic concepts of his philosophical system in a 
language that is clear and easy to understand.

İstanbul Kadı Sicilleri Üsküdar Mahkemesi 1 Numaralı Sicil 
(H. 919 – 927) (İstanbul Court Records, Üsküdar Court Record, 
No. 1 [AD. 1513 - 1521]), Bilgin Aydın – Ekrem Tak, 2008, 
436+124 pgs.

The academic board heading up the multi-phased İstanbul Court 
Records Project, directed by the head of İSAM, Professor M. 
Akif Aydın, consists of Professor Bilgin Aydın, Professor İdris 
Bostan, Professor Feridun Emecen, Professor İsmail E. Erünsal, 
Professor Mehmet İpşirli, Professor Bilgin Aydın and Professor 
Mustafa Oğuz. The work, will shed light on the social, economic 
and legal life of Üsküdar in the 16th and 17th centuries; this is the 
fi rst work of a wide-ranging study that will provide an oppor-
tunity to carry out sound evaluations on the historical develop-
ment of this region.

Haremeyn Fotoğrafl arı (Haramain Photographs), Photograp-
hers: Orhan & Fatma Durgut, 2008, 61 pgs.

The cities Mecca and Medina, where Prophet Muhammad was 
born and grew up, where he fi rst received the revelation and 
communicated it to people, have been known throughout his-
tory as “Haramain”. Unique aspects of the Haremeyn have been 
brought to life with the aerial photographic techniques used 
by Fatma and Orhan Durgut, and displayed to the public at the 
“Haramain Photographs Exhibition” (14 September-5 October 
2008) at the Museum of Turkish and Islamic Arts, İstanbul. 39 of 
the photos have been published as a book with explanatory cap-
tions written by Professor Ahmet Özel, published under the title 
“Haremeyn Fotoğrafl arı” by İSAM. This fascinating catalogue 
contains photographs of geographical places like Mt. Hira and 
Mt. Sevr, as well as architectural structures.

Vildan Coşkun, Nuri Tınaz, Zuhâl Ağılkaya


